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could only win this last gamble, the stakes which he has
doubled so often will bring him a great part of the empire
for which he has played with such consummate reck-
lessness. From what we know of his temperament he
was not likely to draw back.

We may reckon up the prizes which lay on the table
at the end of 1937, waiting to be won by another suc-
cessful diplomatic bluff, or by the victory of Italian
armies in the field.

Ethiopia was occupied, if not subdued, and the con-
quest had been recognized by several Powers, including
Holland. The new Italian Empire of East Africa,
coupled with a treaty with the Yemen Government,
left Italy straddled across the narrow end of the Red Sea.
She can make the eastern approach to the Suez Cana!
impassable, just as her air force, submarine and surface
motor-boats can control the narrow strip of sea to the
south-east of Sicily. In Egypt and Palestine Italian
agents have been successful in stirring up political
troubles, and developing connections between the
various anti-British forces in the Near East. At
Bucharest the fascist putsch which failed in March has
been successfully accomplished.

In the western Mediterranean Signor Mussolini lias
been equally successful. Italian troops occupy Anda-
lusia and the Balearic Islands, cutting off the French from
their African Empire. A friendly Germany controls
North Spain and Spanish Morocco. His complete
diplomatic triumph is so nearly complete, but as before
his army will never give him the support he needs.
Some miserable race of half-armed people, despised by
the civilized world, will always go on fighting, and even
winning minor successes. The Ethiopian has settled
down to guerilla warfare after the fall of Addis Ababa.